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About this guide

The supply of appropriately prepared livestock that are �t for travel and export is critical 
for successful health and welfare outcomes that underpin the livestock export trade.

As a condition of licencing, Australian livestock exporters are required to comply with 
the Australian Standards for the Export of Livestock. This places an obligation to comply 
with exporter requirements on agents and producers who supply livestock.  Animals that 
are supplied for export must meet Standard 1 for Sourcing and On-Farm Preparation of 
Livestock. This guide assists in the maintenance of high standards of animal health and 
welfare by illustrating some types of animal that should not be supplied for export. 

Note: This �eld guide complements but does not replace the Australian Standards for the 
Export of Livestock, which should be referred to if further information is required. Some of 
the images shown in this guide have been digitally manipulated for illustrative purposes 
and are not intended to be photorealistic. Please note that the immediate responsibility to 
provide proper care for animals rests with the person in charge of the animals at the time.



What cattle are �t to supply for export?

Live weight

Weaning status

Condition

�	 Live weight between 200kg and 650kg.
�	 Special conditions apply to cattle heavier than 650kg.

�	 Weaned for at least 14 days before sourcing.

�	 Emaciated or overfat cattle must not be supplied for export 
(refer to the images in this guide). 



Hook bone

Pin bone

Short ribs Spine

Ribs

Tailhead

Use these features to decide if beef cattle 
are in �t condition to supply for export



No fat around tailhead

Muscle wastage in thighs

Hook bone clearly visible

Ribs clearly 
visible

Short ribs sharp and 
clearly distinguished

Spine prominent 
and sharp

Pin bone clearly visible

Too thin to supply for export

Note: This image is a guide only. The responsibility for the welfare of the animal resides with the person in charge of the animal.



Examples of cattle that are too thin

to supply for export

Note: These images are guides only. The responsibility for the welfare of the animal resides with the person in charge of the animal.



Tailhead buried in 
lumpy fat deposits

Pin bone covered 
with lumpy fat 
deposits

Hook bone fully covered 
with lumpy fat deposits

Fat deposits 
over the ribs

Bone structure of short 
ribs is not visible 

Spines are not 
visible

Too fat to supply for export

Note: This image is a guide only. The responsibility for the welfare of the animal resides with the person in charge of the animal.



Examples of cattle that are too fat

to supply for export

Note: These images are guides only. The responsibility for the welfare of the animal resides with the person in charge of the animal.



What sheep are �t to supply for export?

Live weight

Weaning status

Condition

�	 Live weight greater than 28kg for export by sea  
and greater than 20kg for export by air.

�	 Weaned for at least 14 days before sourcing.

�	 Sheep may only be exported from Darwin, Weipa or 
Wyndham from June to October.

�	 Emaciated or overfat sheep must not be supplied for export. 

Wool

Up to 25mm in length.
At least 10 days off shears.
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