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Pain relief for husbandry
procedures In cattle, sheep
and goats

Matthew Playford
Dawbuts Pty Ltd
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Tip #1
Consult your
livestock vet




Pain relief can take different forms

1. Analgesig@ may also have a sedative effect.

2. General anaestheticanimal is heavily sedated (asleep) for duration of
procedure. For major or prolonged operations.

3. Local anaestheticspray or injection, stops transmission of painful
stimulus through nerve blockage.

4. Anttinflammatories e.g. NSAIRQ3$educe inflammatory response and
swelling, tissue damage and pain that result.
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against injury.

Intense, transmitted by nerves to brain.

Lasts about one hour.
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Slow pain

Ongoing pain associated with inflammatias a result of
an injury or surgery.

Lasts for days.



Surgical procedures

that require pain
relief

1. Castration of older animals
(sheep, cattle and goats)
>6m of age (12m if first yarding for
cattle)

2. Taildocking and mulesing of
lambs (compulsory if >6m of

age)
3. Dehorning of cattle and goats

Cattle >6m (12m if first yarding)
Goats >6m

4. Any painful procedure at any
age.
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Tip #2
Animal handling

AFocus on lowstress
handling, minimum time
restrained, avoid
metabolic impacts

ASlow and calm
AWeather

AWater
Aportable yards
Apermanent yards.
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Campbell, Vizard & Larsen AVJ August 2009

Improving lamb
survival

Survival of lambs
strongly linked to:
a) mothering up

b) nutrition

c) bodyweight at
weaning.
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Weaner survival
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Table 1. Total number of weaners and those that died in each within-
cohort weaning body weight quintile, mortality and cumulative mortal-
ity rate during the first year after weaning, and risk relative to the middle
quintile (95% confidence interval)

WBW Weaners (n) Mortality CMR Relative risk
quintile (%) (/1000/month)
Total Died

1 758 224 357 3.5 (2.7-4.6)
2 738 109 15.6 1.5 (1.1-2.0)
3 722 79 11.1 1.0 reference
4 745 57 7.6 0.7 (0.5-1.0)
5 676 50 7.2 0.7 (0.5-1.0)

P CMR, cumulative mortality rate;

, weaning body weight. mia
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Lamimarking

Castration
Taitdocking
Mulesing
Eartagging
Earmarking
Vaccinations
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Products for lamb
marking

Whole body
Injectable meloxicam (vet)
Buccal meloxicam

Local nerve blockade

A Lignocaine injection (vet)
A NumNuts

A Trisolfen
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Shortterm pain Trisolfen NumNuts Injectable Ilgnocalne ;
Longterm paing¢ meloxicam (injection or buccal).
Mixture (combination) is best practice.
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CHAPTER 04 | TOPICAL ANAESTHETICS | TRI-SOLFEN

Tri-solfen contains a combination of 2 local anaesthetics, adrenaline, and an anti-
septic (cetrimide).

EASY TO APPLY Spray on an open mulesing or tail dock wound.

REDUCES BLOOD LOSS The adrenaline in Tri-Solfen constricts damaged blood vessels at the site
to help reduce blood loss.

ANTISEPTIC Assists in wound healing and lowers infection risk.

For Flocks Sake

Health « Genetics + Data
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ANALGESICS/ANTI-INFLAMMATORIES

How It Works - Injectable Meloxicam (Metacam, Meloxxi)
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METACAM 20

Blood Stream
Spread

x°
Castration

For Flocks Sake

Upsides: . Downsides:

e Injection - just ' ¢ Another gun at
like another the cradle
vaccination

e Easy to use for
other
applications -
sheep and cattle




Tip #4
Eartags
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Care of lambs after
marking

Release immediately
to mother up.

52y Q4 Y20S
until all lambs
mothered up.

Avoid walking long
distance.

Preferably use
portable yards in
lambing paddock.
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