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Tip #1
Consult your 
livestock vet



Pain relief can take different forms

1. Analgesia ςmay also have a sedative effect. 

2. General anaesthetic ςanimal is heavily sedated (asleep) for duration of 
procedure. For major or prolonged operations.

3. Local anaesthetic ςspray or injection, stops transmission of painful 
stimulus through nerve blockage. 

4. Anti-inflammatories e.g. NSAIDS ςreduce inflammatory response and 
swelling, tissue damage and pain that result. 



Fast pain

¢ƘŜ ōƻŘȅΩǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ 
against injury.

Intense, transmitted by nerves to brain.

Lasts about one hour.



Slow pain

Ongoing pain associated with inflammation as a result of
an injury or surgery.

Lasts for days.



Surgical procedures 
that require pain 
relief

1. Castration of older animals 
(sheep, cattle and goats)
 >6m of age (12m if first yarding for 
cattle)

2. Tail-docking and mulesing of 
lambs (compulsory if >6m of 
age)

3. De-horning of cattle and goats
Cattle >6m (12m if first yarding)

Goats >6m

4. Any painful procedure at any 
age.



Pain relief not required

Vaccinations

Drenching

Pour-ons

Dipping

Spraying

Branding



Tip #2
Animal handling

ÅFocus on low-stress 
handling, minimum time 
restrained, avoid 
metabolic impacts
ÅSlow and calm
ÅWeather
ÅWater
Åportable yards
Åpermanent yards.





Improving lamb 
survival

Survival of lambs 
strongly linked to: 
a) mothering up

b) nutrition

c) bodyweight at 
weaning.



Weaner survival



Lamb-marking

Castration

Tail-docking

Mulesing

Eartagging

Earmarking

Vaccinations





Tip #3
Gentle handling



Products for lamb 
marking

Whole body 

Injectable meloxicam (vet)

Buccal meloxicam

Local nerve blockade

ÅLignocaine injection (vet)

ÅNumNuts

ÅTrisolfen



Duration of pain relief
Short-term pain- Trisolfen, NumNuts, injectable lignocaine.

Long-term pain ςmeloxicam (injection or buccal).

Mixture (combination) is best practice.







Tip #4
Eartags

Right

Wrong



Eartags

Right
Wrong



Eartags

Right
Wrong



Care of lambs after 
marking

1. Release immediately 
to mother up.

2. 5ƻƴΩǘ ƳƻǾŜ Ƴƻō 
until all lambs 
mothered up.

3. Avoid walking long 
distance.

4. Preferably use 
portable yards in 
lambing paddock.






