MEAT & LIVESTOCK AUSTRALIA

Arginine for twin lamb survival

Producer case study: Waterloo, South Australia

“We found the RP-arginine trial quite simple to
participate in, as we already had self feeders,
and the Turretfield Research Centre staff kindly
worked within our normal sheep program.”

Background

This is a mixed farming Merino property in the Barossa
region, SA. This producer was enrolled in the trial after
seeing the flyer that was distributed through a call-

out. Described as a ‘dryish’ winter lambing period, the
supplementation of pellets was valuable. At lambing,
the feed-on-offer (FOO) was between 400 and 1,000kg
green dry matter per hectare. The producers described
this lambing period as favourable due to the mild
lambing conditions, and suggested that the second
replicate located in the ranges had much more shelter
and seclusion, leading to more favourable lamb survival
in this replicate. The largest paddock was mostly trees
and shrubs with valleys, and therefore offered similar
FOO overall. The smaller homestead paddocks for the
first replicate were quite exposed. Like many producers
in the region, as they came closer to marking, FOO was
significantly reduced.

From the producer:

“The ewes took readily to the pellet system for
arginine delivery via the lick feeders we already
had, although there was a need to check the
feeder cups daily due to saliva/ dust blockage.
As we were checking the mobs daily anyway as
we were lambing in the July/August period this
wasn’t much of an issue.”

Figure 1: Lick feeder fitted with Tru Test elD reader system to monitor feeder
visit frequency




Table 1: Enterprise information

Ewe details Breed Age Number
Merino Mixed age 347
Joining details Type Ram Date Length
Syndicate Merino age 21/02/2024 6 weeks
Lambing details Ewes/paddock Paddock size Paddock features
100 1: 3ha Good quality lambing
2: 5ha paddocks. Rep 2
3:28ha (Paddocks 3 and 4) had
4: 6ha much more shelter

Results

Overall, this producer saw no difference in lamb survival
between the control and arginine supplemented ewes.
At weaning, lambs from control treated ewes were on
average 1kg heavier.

Table 2: Survival data

Marking Ewes (n) Lambs (n) Lamb age (av) Lamb wt (kg) ADG (g/day) Survival
Control 170 254 31days 14 % 78
Arginine 178 276 31days 13.5 % 78

Weaning Ewes (n) Lambs (n) Lamb wt (kg) Survival
Control 143 249 101 days 31 172 % 73
Arginine 153 274 101 days 30 156 % 79

© June 2025. Meat & Livestock Australia Limited. ABN 39 081678 364. All rights are expressly reserved. Requests for further authorisation should be directed to info@mla.com.au. Care has been
taken to ensure the accuracy of the information contained in this factsheet. However, MLA, MDC and ISC (“MLA Group”) do not accept responsibility for the accuracy, currency or completeness of
the information or opinions contained in this factsheet. This factsheet is intended to provide general information only. It has been prepared without taking into account your specific circumstances,
objectives, or needs. Any forward-looking statements made within this factsheet are not guarantees of future performance or results, and performance or results may vary from those expressed in,
orimplied by, any forward-looking statements. No representation, warranty or other assurance is given as to the fairness, accuracy, completeness, likelihood of achievement or reasonableness of
forward-looking statements or related assumptions contained in the factsheet. You should make your own enquiries before making decisions concerning your interests. Your use of, or reliance on,
any content is entirely at your own risk and the MLA Group accepts no liability for any losses or damages incurred by you as a result of that use or reliance.




