
Seasonal Update - What the forecast means and the implications for 
producers

Presenter: Phil Graham



Housekeeping 

•Webinar is being recorded

•Ask Questions using slido icon on your screen 

•OR go to slido.com and enter #ppaugust
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Tonight’s Speaker – Phil Graham 
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Do we need a big spring?



What controls the size of our spring?

1.Soil moisture at the end of winter

2.Herbage mass at the end of winter

3.Rainfall in spring
4. Condition of our stock at the start of spring

Self-assess on these points as we progress through the presentation.

 Rating -  good ,average, poor



BOM and El Nino

• El Nino is a measure of climate conditions in the mid part of the Pacific 
ocean.

• Any comments about rainfall are based on correlations from previous El 
Nino events.

• The strength of the correlations varies across Australia, so spring/summer 
rainfall  across Australia will vary.

• Let's look at local  data to get an indication of what spring might be like.
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We generate 30 of these pasture curves to produce the coloured lines



Rainfall for the period 1 August to 30 November
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Summary slide

• What is your assessment for achieving a “spring”
• Poor – you need to be deciding on/implementing  your strategy for managing your 

livestock enterprises through this event. Stockplan (developed by NSW DPI) and used 
extensively in the 2000’s is still the best program in helping you develop your strategy. 
Being supported by LLS.

• Good – no major changes are needed to the enterprises. React to the changing 
pasture  conditions. You might well be feeding stock in late summer/autumn, but this 
is not that unusual.

• 50/50 – keep assessing the situation weekly until you decide your position.

Every dry event is different because the variables that you need to consider keep 
changing e.g. a big difference in stock prices between 2019 and 2023 will change plans.



Questions?

• Slido icon at the top of your screen OR

• Head to Slido.com and enter the code #ppaugust 

• We would love your feedback: 
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Thank you for attending, we welcome 
your feedback
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