Northern Pastures Group – Rapid Paddock Assessment
Paddock Assessment Procedure 
In the allocated paddock(s)
1. Select a measurement transect across the paddock - ideally this transect should be marked in a physical way or by GPS so it can be located again down the track (this will be important in paddocks where pasture renovation strategies will used other than a complete re-sow). The easiest transect is corner to corner, but will depend on paddock variability – avoid areas that are obviously different i.e. stock camps, tracks, waterlogged areas etc.

2. Walk the transect stopping every 20-25 steps, each time you stop record the species groups present in a 50 X 50 cm square around your right toe. (Enter as % for each species group). 

At each point also assess groundcover and express in a %.

3. Repeat this process 10 times (maybe more times if paddock is very large or quiet variable i.e. two different aspects).

4. Before starting the assessment have a quick walk around and decide on the species that make up the species groupings i.e. Sown Grasses = tall fescue, cocksfoot. Grass weeds=Chilean Needle Grass, African Love Grass etc.

5. Total each column and then divide by 10 to get the average % for each species group and groundcover.
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