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Feed is a major cost on beef farms

Animal purchases Feed (purchased feed, fert, seed, pesticide)

Machinery (maint, deprec, contractor) Fuel, energy, lubricants, water

Buildings (maint, deprec) Vet & medicine

Insurance, taxes

• Feed was the single largest

variable costs (36%) 

• For ‘Cow-Calf Farms’ 

• Eastern States data 

(none for WA)

Feed 36%



Supplements are expen$ive

Feed type $/t DM relative cost

Grazed pasture $135

Hay * $185 +40%

Silage (baled) * $275 +100%
* incl 15% wastage at feedout



Informed & timely decisions around feeding

• Better animal production

• Improved animal welfare

• Increased farm profit
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• Better animal production

• Improved animal welfare

• Increased farm profit

• Ps: Methane



Why choose Rumen8 ?

• Independent and free - more than 20 years
• Small WA company. Free of charge, free of advertising
• Not aligned with products, breeds, farm systems, companies
• Funded by Australian and international public good agencies

• Based on published ‘feed standards’ (Oz, UK, US)

• Constantly being improved and updated

• Strong educational elements (‘tooltips’) to increase 
skills &understanding of Rumen8 users

• Many thousands of users in 114 countries

• Rumen8 Beef since 2021
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Let’s look at Rumen8



Let’s look at a Rumen8 diet



Rumen8 workshops for beef farmers

• Organised by Western Beef (Jeisane Accioly)
Funded by Future Drought Fund

• Full-day farmer workshops 
• Nine in past year (Dongara to Albany). 93 people
• 4 more planned next month (Albany, Esperance)
• Two-day Train the Trainer workshop. 10 people
• Farmer course content:

• Intro to cattle nutrition. Example of using Rumen8. How to 
use to Rumen8. Create your own feeds. Work on Rumen8 
scenario for own farm. Report back to group + discussion

• What about feedback/evaluation?



Feedback from participants



Can we have Rumen8 Sheep?

• Frequent requests for Rumen8 Sheep
• Rumen8 Goats, Camels, 

Buffaloes, Alpacas ;-)

• All possible but 
subject to funding
• No success so far



Take home messages

• Rumen8 can help to make informed & 
timely nutrition decisions for better 
animal production, welfare & profit

• Rumen8 workshops for beef farmers 
have been rated very highly

• More Rumen8 workshops will depend 
on funding

• Development of Rumen8 Sheep 
depends on funding



Tools and resources 

• Download the free Rumen8 software from www.rumen8.com.au

• For more information on Rumen8 courses, contact:
• Executive Officer Western Beef, Jeisane Aciolly (jeisane.alis@gmail.com)

• Martin Staines (martin@rumen8.com.au)

http://www.rumen8.com.au/
mailto:jeisane.alis@gmail.com
mailto:martin@rumen8.com.au
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