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A bit about you...

• https://www.mentimeter.com/app/presentation/alho5mn2juq6oqi8thhh1
hj7pt5phecd/edit?question=52bz1nvuww38

https://www.mentimeter.com/app/presentation/alho5mn2juq6oqi8thhh1hj7pt5phecd/edit?question=52bz1nvuww38
https://www.mentimeter.com/app/presentation/alho5mn2juq6oqi8thhh1hj7pt5phecd/edit?question=52bz1nvuww38
https://www.mentimeter.com/app/presentation/alho5mn2juq6oqi8thhh1hj7pt5phecd/edit?question=52bz1nvuww38


Where do we start?

• Assess the current pasture base 
& look for indicator species

• Understand current fertility 
levels

• Understand / identify any 
additional soil constraints



Assessing the pasture base - Perennial Grass Pastures 

• Groundcover

• Dry Matter

• Live sown perennial grasses

Critical factors 
(Pasture paramedic)



Decision Matrix – Pasture paramedic



Assessing the pasture base - Perennial Lucerne pastures

• Plant Density

• Groundcover

• ‘Strength of stand’

Critical factors



Decision Matrix – Lucerne management



Current production levels

• Where are you 
getting your best 
return?
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Current fertility levels

• Where are you going to 
get your best return?
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Prioritising Investment…

Scoring paddocks

Lose the blanket 
approach

Consider oversowing with 
annuals for quick feed



When renovating pastures…

• Acidity

• Water repellence

• Compaction 

• Nutrient deficiencies  

Don’t miss the 
opportunity to treat: 



AcidityDeep 
sands

Clays and
 loams



Treating Acidity – Incorporation counts



Water Repellence



Water Repellence
Control Inversion Deep Rip

Cumulative DM 8.3 t/ha 11.6 t/ha 10.5 t/ha

Carrying Capacity 
@40% utilisation

3.0 DSE/ha 4.2 DSE/ha 3.8 DSE/ha

GM @ $50/DSE $150 $210 (+$60/ha) $190 (+$40/ha)



Treating compaction – mixing matters?



Treating compaction – mixing matters?



Treating compaction (mixing matters in perennial pastures!)



Nutrition counts



Nutrition counts



Nutrition counts

Source: Making better fertiliser decisions for grazed pastures in Australia (Department of Primary Industries Victoria)



Thankyou
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