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What is MSA Benchmarking? 
1. What’s driving the MSA Index? 

 
2. MSA Index performance 2015/16 and 2016/17 

 
3. How to make your perfect MSA Index 



The MSA Index… 



Why? Consumers want quality 
 

Based on 39 key primals at optimal cook methods 
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The MSA Index playmakers 



Other factors… 
• Milk fed vealer (Y/N) 

• Saleyard (Y/N) 

• Rib fat (mm) 

• Hot standard carcase weight 

(HSCW; kg) 

• Sex (M/F) 

MSA Index Tips & Tools 



What is the whole picture then? 

National and State performance 



1. MSA Benchmarking – Australian Beef Eating Quality Insights 

• 2015/16 and 2016/17 financial 
years 

 

• National and state benchmarks 

 

• Exploring different factors 



National MSA Index 

Eating quality is on the rise 
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MSA Index has increased 0.16 year on year 



National MSA Index distribution 

Grading a variety of animals 
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National compliance to MSA requirements 

pH is still the main driver of non-compliance 
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Getting your perfect MSA Index 



Your perfect MSA Index? 
 

The highest possible MSA Index you can 

manage through optimising the performance of 

your cattle, through your production system. 



The MSA Index toolkit 
1. The Australian Beef Eating Quality Insights 

2. The MSA tips and tools 

3. www.mymsa.com.au   

Let the data inform you 



All you need is your MSA Index… 



www.mymsa.com.au 





MSA Benchmarking 
[Your Trading Name] 

[Your Trading Name] 

[Your Trading Name] 



[Your Trading Name] 

[Your name] 

[Your Name] 



MSA EQ performance – Non-HGP GF in the state on 20/07 



Scenario: Increase your MSA index to >61.40 
Goal:  
Improve the average MSA Index of my herd by XX index points, from 59.76 
to >61.40, over the next 5 years (0.33 index points/year) 
 
How: 

1. Emphasis on whole of life nutrition 
2. Improving the genetic composition of my herd 
3. Utilising carcase feedback from my cattle to measure progress 

 
Why:  

1. Supply cattle with a greater proportion of 4 and 5 star cuts 
2. Win MSA Beef Producer of the Year – South Australia in 2022 



MSA Index Calculator 

MSA Index Calculator – you can Google it! 



MSA Marbling 

Marbling has a positive effect on eating quality 
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0.49 
increase 



Ossification 

Ossification has a negative effect on 
eating quality 
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Marbling and Ossification…what else? 

Increase Carcase 
weight by 20kg 

1.64 increase 

1.52 
increase 



But what if increasing HSCW isn’t an option??? 

+2 

Increased the index 1.72 
AND above 61.40 

But you need to set a goal 
first… 

 
Use the MSA tools! 

 



Improving your MSA Index 
1. It’s never been easier with the tools at your disposal 

 
2. Set an eating quality goal 

 
3. Measure your performance using myMSA feedback tools 

 
4. Benchmark yourself using myMSA Benchmarking 
 

Let’s ensure top quality MSA beef is on the 
menu 

 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	What is MSA Benchmarking?
	The MSA Index…
	Why? Consumers want quality�
	Slide Number 6
	Other factors…
	What is the whole picture then?
	1. MSA Benchmarking – Australian Beef Eating Quality Insights
	National MSA Index
	National MSA Index distribution
	National compliance to MSA requirements
	Slide Number 13
	Your perfect MSA Index?�
	The MSA Index toolkit
	Slide Number 16
	www.mymsa.com.au
	Slide Number 18
	MSA Benchmarking
	Slide Number 20
	MSA EQ performance – Non-HGP GF in the state on 20/07
	Scenario: Increase your MSA index to >61.40
	MSA Index Calculator
	MSA Marbling
	Ossification
	Marbling and Ossification…what else?
	But what if increasing HSCW isn’t an option???
	Improving your MSA Index

