
Fact sheet
Changes coming to MSA Opportunity Index

What is the MSA Index? 

What is the Opportunity Index? 

The MSA Index is a single number and standard 
national measure of the predicted eating quality and 
potential merit of a carcase. 

The MSA Index is a number between 30 and 80, 
expressed to two decimal places (e.g. 54.62). It is a 
weighted average of the predicted MSA eating quality 
scores of 39 MSA cuts in a carcase. 

The MSA Index is independent of any processing inputs 
and is calculated using only attributes influenced by 
pre-slaughter production. It is a consistent benchmark 
which can be used across all processors, geographic 
regions and over time. It reflects the impact on eating 
quality of management, environmental and genetic 
differences between cattle at the point of slaughter.

The MSA Index will be calculated in myMSA once 
grading data from the processor is received. 

The Opportunity Index helps producers focus their attention on where financial gains can be made and it helps 
benchmark carcase attribute performance. 

It tells producers what their Index would have been if non-compliant carcases had met the MSA minimum 
requirements. 

In 2017-18, this lost opportunity was estimated to be more than $20 million, when considering the price differentials 
for MSA and non-compliant cattle.

Reasons carcases may get an Opportunity Index:

The MSA Index is calculated for all carcases which meet minimum MSA requirements. 

The Opportunity Index is calculated for all carcases which don’t meet the minimum MSA requirements.

ultimate pH greater than 5.70

rib fat greater than 3mm

inadequate fat distribution.

MSA index = Weighted average of the predicted MSA eating quality scores

54.62

MSA index

Example
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How do I access the Opportunity Index?

Example of MSA carcase feedback report in myMSA showing the MSA Index and Opportunity Index 

Producers can access the Opportunity Index for carcases that don’t meet MSA minimum requirements in myMSA. 
The Index appears on MSA carcase feedback sheets. 

How will it be calculated?
To calculate the Opportunity Index, the failing carcase attributes will be adjusted to be within tolerance i.e. 2mm rib 
fat would be adjusted to 3mm and pH 5.80 would be adjusted to 5.70.


