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Survey responses

732

494

358

296

63
93

706

476

411

286

76
99

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

NSW VIC SA WA TAS QLD

No. of Respondents by State 

February 2018 February 2019

Total No. of Respondents in February 2019: n = 2,054



Survey responses: Total Flock Counts (Merino & Non-Merino)

Total flocks: n = 3,104 
Merino: n = 1,701
All other: n = 1,428



Seasonal conditions – monthly rainfall
November 2018 – January 2019
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Source: BOM
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Seasonal conditions – monthly rainfall 
February 2019

Source: BOM
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AUSTRALIA

• 2.2m head less (down 5%) breeding ewes on hand year-on-year, 
at 40.4 million head.

• 3.8 million less (down 18%) lambs on hand year-on-year, at 
17.2 million head

• Expected lamb sales  7.5 million head (down 13%) 

• Merino marking rate  = 74% (down from 86%)

• All other breeds marking rate = 85% (down from 108%)



AUSTRALIA

Feb 2018 Feb 2019

Breeding ewes 42.7 m 40.4 m

Lambs on Hand 21 m 17.2 m

Expected lamb 
sales

8.7 m 7.5 m 

Merino marking
rate

86% 74%

Other breeds
marking rate

108% 85%



AUSTRALIA – Breeding Ewes on Hand
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Respondents: 2,054



AUSTRALIA – Ewe Population



AUSTRALIA - Lambs and Expected Sales
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Respondents: 2,054 



AUSTRALIA – Lamb Population



AUSTRALIA – Expected Lamb Sales



AUSTRALIA – Lambs Marked



AUSTRALIA – Lambs Marked (% Merinos)



AUSTRALIA – Lambs Marked (% All other breeds)



AUSTRALIA – Ewe Flock Intentions
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NSW
• Total breeding ewes decreased 5%, to 15.6 million head

• 2.0 million less (down 24%) lambs on hand, at 6.4 million head

• Expected lamb sales  2.7 million head (down 21%)

• Merino marking rate = 69%

• All other breeds marking rate = 89% 

February 2019



NSW

Feb 2018 Feb 2019

Breeding 
ewes

16.4 m 15.6 m

Lambs on 
Hand

8.4 m 6.4 m

Expected 
lamb sales

3.4 m 2.7 m

Merino 
marking rate

89% 69%

All other 
marking rate

104% 89%



NSW – Breeding Ewes on Hand
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Respondents: 706 



NSW – Lambs on Hand and Expected Sales

0

20

40

60

80

100

 -

 2

 4

 6

 8

 10

 12

October
2016

February
2017

June
2017

October
2017

February
2018

June
2018

October
2018

February
2019

%

M
ill

io
n

 h
e

ad
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Respondents: 706 



NSW – Ewe Flock Intentions
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• Total breeding ewes increased by 8%, to 6.1 million head

• 34 thousand less (down 1%) lambs on hand, at 2.7 million head

• Expected lamb sales  1.7 million head
(up 28%) year-on-year

• Merino marking rate = 81%

• All other breeds marking rate = 52%

SA

February 2019



SA

Feb 2018 Feb 2019

Breeding 
ewes

5.7 m 6.1 m

Lambs on 
Hand

2.7 m 2.7 m

Expected 
lamb sales

1.4 m 1.7 m 

Merino 
marking rate

93% 81%

All other 
marking rate

107% 52%
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Breeding ewes on hand – South Australia

Merino Merino (other) First cross
Dual purpose Shedding other
Total (RHS) 95%CI high 95%CI low

Respondents: 411
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TASMANIA

• Total breeding ewes decreased 41%, to 1.3 million head

• Down 40% lambs on hand, at 0.9 million head

• Expected lamb sales  370 thousand head (down 54%)

• Merino marking rate = 91%

• All other breeds marking rate = 119%

February 2019



TASMANIA

Feb 2018 Feb 2019

Breeding 
ewes

2.2 m 1.3 m

Lambs on 
Hand

1.5 m 0.9 m

Expected 
lamb sales

0.79 m 0.37 m 

Merino 
marking rate

96% 91%

All other 
marking rate

124% 119%



TASMANIA
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Breeding ewes on hand - Tasmania

Merino Merino (other) First cross
Dual purpose Shedding other
Total (RHS) 95%CI high 95%CI low

Respondents: 76 



TASMANIA
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TASMANIA
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VICTORIA

• Total breeding ewes decreased 9%, to 8.6 million head

• Down 19% lambs on hand, at 3.7 million head

• Expected lamb sales  1.5 million head (down 16%)

• Merino marking rate = 79%

• All other breeds marking rate = 71%

February 2019



VICTORIA

Feb 2018 Feb 2019

Breeding 
ewes

9.5 m 8.6 m

Lambs on 
Hand

4.6 m 3.7 m 

Expected 
lamb sales

1.8 m 1.5 m 

Merino 
marking
rate

84% 79%

All other 
marking 
rate

107% 71%



VICTORIA
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Breeding ewes on hand - Victoria

Merino Merino (other) First cross
Dual purpose Shedding other
Total (RHS) 95%CI high 95%CI low

Respondents: 476
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VICTORIA
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• Total breeding ewes up 12%, at 7.7 million head

• Lambs on hand up 2%, at 3.0 million head

• Expected lamb sales  1.0 million head
(up 6%) 

• Merino marking rate = 96%

• All other breeds marking rate = 81%

WA

February 2019



WA

Feb 2018 Feb 2019

Breeding 
ewes 6.9 m 7.7 m

Lambs on 
Hand

3.0 m 3.0 m

Expected 
lamb sales 0.96 m 1.0 m

Merino 
marking rate

83% 96%

All other 
marking rate 91% 81%
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Breeding ewes on hand – Western Australia

Merino Merino (other) First cross Dual purpose Shedding
other Total (RHS) 95%CI high 95%CI low

Respondents: 286



WA

 -

 20

 40

 60

 80

 100

 -

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

October
2016

February
2017

June
2017

October
2017

February
2018

June
2018

October
2018

February
2019

%

M
ill

io
n

 h
e

ad

Lambs on hand and expected lamb sales – Western Australia
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Respondents: 286 
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QUEENSLAND

• Total breeding ewes down 43%, to 1.2 million head

• Lambs on hand down 45%, to 0.45 m head

• Expected lamb sales  0.16 m head 
(down 46%)

• Merino marking rate = 69%

• All other breeds marking rate = 81%
February 2019



QUEENSLAND
Feb 2018 Feb 2018

Breeding 
ewes

2.0 m 1.2 m

Lambs on 
Hand

0.83 m 0.45 m

Expected 
lamb sales

0.3 m 0.16 m

Merino 
marking rate

71% 69%

All other 
marking rate

103% 81%



QUEENSLAND
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Breeding ewes on hand - Queensland

Merino Merino (other) First cross
Dual purpose Shedding other
Total (RHS) 95%CI high 95%CI low

Respondents: 99  
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Respondents: 99 



QUEENSLAND
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Disclaimer

Care is taken to ensure the accuracy of the information contained in this publication. However MLA 
cannot accept responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of the information or opinions contained 
in the publication. You should make your own enquiries before making decisions concerning your 
interests. MLA accepts no liability for any losses incurred if you rely solely on this publication.

Information contained in this publication is obtained from a variety of third party sources. To the best of 
MLA’s knowledge the information accurately depicts existing and likely future market demand. 
However, MLA has not verified all third party information, and forecasts and projections are imprecise 
and subject to a high degree of uncertainty. 

MLA makes no representations and to the extent permitted by law excludes all warranties in relation to 
the information contained in this publication. MLA is not liable to you or to any third party for any 
losses, costs or expenses, including any direct, indirect, incidental, consequential, special or exemplary 
damages or lost profit, resulting from any use or misuse of the information contained in this publication.

Full terms of use at www.mla.com.au

http://www.mla.com.au/

