
Sheep numbers – as at June 2021
Natural Resource Management Region
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National sheep numbers:
68 million head

WA
12.7 million

QLD
2.1 million

Northern Gulf  3,791 head

Southern Gulf  43,885 head

Desert Channels  795,748 head

Reef Catchments  545 head

Fitzroy Basin  20,202 head

South West Qld  463,691 head

Queensland Murray Darling Basin  
641,113 head

Condamine  41,653 head

South East Qld  3,891 head

North Coast  7,950 head

Northern Tablelands  1,554,753 head

North West NSW  1,152,746 head

Western  2,931,272 head

Central West  4,605,928 head
Hunter  191,732 head
Central Tablelands  2,386,578 head

Greater Sydney  11,318 head
South East NSW  3,656,989 head

Riverina  5,450,775 head
ACT  31,643 head

Murray  2,761,494 head

North East  358,304 head
East Gippsland  202,735 head

Goulburn Broken  1,468,521 head
West Gippsland  376,819 head

North  1,250,973 head
South  1,060,168 head

Cradle Coast  60,103 head

Mallee  646,824 head

Alinytjara Wilurana  17,756 head

Northern Territory  100 head

Rangelands  118,326 head

Northern 
Agricultural

1,543,611 head

Wheatbelt
4,003,834 head

Perth/Peel-Harvey
830,788 head

South West
3,229,603 head

South Coast
2,988,522 head

SA Arid Lands  817,877 head
Eyre Peninsula  1,423,978 head

Northern and Yorke  1,762,868 head
Kangaroo Island  680,044 head

South East  3,902,768 head
SA Murray Darling Basin  1,803,396 head

Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges  386,763 head

Wimmera  2,259,790 head
Glenelg Hopkins  5,771,394 head

North Central  2,697,119 head
Corangamite  1,427,803 head

Port Phillip and Western Port  151,365 head

NSW
24.7 million

VIC
15.4 million

TAS
2.4 million

SA
10.8 million
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MLA makes no representation as to the accuracy of any information or advice contained in this document and excludes all liability, whether in contract, tort (including negligence 
or breach of statutory duty) or otherwise as a result of reliance by any person on such information or advice.
Reproduction in whole or part of this publication is prohibited without prior consent and acknowledgement of Meat & Livestock Australia. Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics and Australian Government Land and Coasts
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Please note:
In 2015–16 the ABS survey structure changed which 
removed small farm businesses with an estimated 
value of agricultural operations <$40,000. 
For more detail please click here

NRM region State Total head
1 Glenelg Hopkins VIC 5,771,394
2 Riverina NSW 5,450,775
3 Central West NSW 4,605,928
4 Wheatbelt WA 4,003,834
5 South East SA 3,902,768
6 South East NSW NSW 3,656,989
7 South West WA 3,229,603
8 South Coast WA 2,988,522
9 Western NSW 2,931,272
10 Murray NSW 2,761,494
11 North Central VIC 2,697,119
12 Central Tablelands NSW 2,386,578
13 Wimmera VIC 2,259,790
14 SA Murray Darling Basin SA 1,803,396
15 Northern and Yorke SA 1,762,868
16 Northern Tablelands NSW 1,554,753
17 Northern Agricultural WA 1,543,611
18 Goulbourn Broken VIC 1,468,521
19 Corangamite VIC 1,427,803
20 Eyre Peninsula SA 1,423,978

Top 20 sheep regions
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https://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Lookup/7121.0Explanatory%20Notes12015-16?OpenDocument

