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National sheep numbers
as at June 2017: 72.1 million head

Source: ABS 

Australia’s sheepmeat industry

Flock facts and figures:
•	 The Australian sheep flock was 72.1 million head1 at 30 June 2017

•	 There were 39.9 million breeding ewes aged one-year and over as 
at 30 June 2017 (ABS Agricultural Commodities 2016–17).

•	 There were 31,796 agricultural businesses with sheep and lambs as 
at June 2017 (ABS Agricultural Commodities 2016–17).

People in the industry:
•	 In 2016–17, the Australian red meat and livestock industry directly 

employed just over 191,800 people (Ernst & Young, IBISWorld).

How much is produced?
•	 In 2017–18, Australia produced almost 532,000 tonnes carcase 

weight (cwt) of lamb and 204,000 tonnes cwt of mutton (ABS).

What is the value of production
•	 The gross value of Australian lamb and mutton production (including live 

exports) in 2017–18 was estimated at $4.3 billion (ABARES Agricultural 
Commodities June 2018).

•	 Lamb and mutton production (including live exports) contributed 7% 
to the total farm value of $60.5 billion estimated in 2017–18 (ABARES 
Agricultural Commodities June 2018).

Domestic value and consumption:
•	 Domestic expenditure was estimated at around $2.2 billion on lamb 

and $47 million on mutton in 2017–18 (ABS, MLA estimate).

•	 Australians ate just over 8kg of lamb and around 0.3kg of mutton per 
person in 2017–18 (ABS, DAWR, MLA estimate2) – among the highest 
sheepmeat consumption in the world.

•	 Lamb had a similar value share of retail sales as pork in 2017–18, with 
13% share of fresh meat sales (by value), following beef and chicken 
(Nielsen HomeScan).
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1 Please note, in 2015–16 the ABS survey structure changed which removed small farm businesses (estimated value of agricultural operations <$40,000) from livestock 
populations. This change has meant some livestock previously included in the survey are now excluded.

2 Domestic meat consumption is measured by removing the portion of exports (DAWR data) from total production (ABS data) and assuming the difference is consumed (or at 
least disappears) domestically. Imports are also added to domestic consumption when present. Per capita consumption is calculated by dividing domestic consumption by ABS 
population data. Please note that domestic per capita consumption is entirely a supply statistic and does not take account of waste or non-food uses of livestock meat products.

WA
14.2 million

SA
11.5 million

NSW
26.9 million

Queensland
2.1 million

Victoria
15.2 million

Tasmania
2.1 million

Australian mutton production

Source: ABS, 2017–18

Australian lamb production

Source: ABS, 2017–18



Published by Meat & Livestock Australia Limited 
ABN 39 081 678 364
September 2018
© Meat & Livestock Australia Limited 2018
ISSN 1837-4689

	 For MLA contact details in your area go to:  
www.mla.com.au/About-MLA/Contact

2

Market Information
Meat & Livestock Australia
Email: marketinfo@mla.com.au
www.mla.com.au/prices-markets

6.3%

Other

Russi
an Federatio

n

Afric
a

Japan

EU

USA

SE Asia

Middle East

Greater C
hina

Japan
3.3%

Other
6.3%

Greater China
32.7%

EU
3.7%

US
8.3% Middle East

26.4%

Africa
2.2%

SE Asia 
16.6%

161,158
tonnes 

swt

Russia
Federation

0.5%

other

Middle East

US

China

Korea

SE Asia

EU

Japan

Africa

Japan
3.5%

Other
11.6%

Greater China
21.6%

Korea
4.7% US

21.5%

Middle East
26.9%Africa

1.3%

EU
4.1%

SE Asia 
4.7%

269,867
tonnes 

swt

Other

Malaysia

Jordan

Israel

Oman

UAE

Turkey

Kuwait

Qatar

Isreal
4.7%

Other
1.1%

Qatar
31.1%

Oman
4.1%

UAE
6.5%

Kuwait
24.9%

Jordan
3.6%

Turkey 
22.1%

1.9
million 
head

Malaysia
2.0%

MLA makes no representation as to the accuracy of any information or advice contained in this 
document and excludes all liability, whether in contract, tort (including negligence or breach 
of statutory duty) or otherwise as a result of reliance by any person on such information or 
advice. Reproduction in whole or part of this publication is prohibited without prior consent and 
acknowledgement of Meat & Livestock Australia. 

All use of MLA publications, reports and information is subject to MLA’s Market Report and Information Terms 
of Use. Please read our terms of use carefully and ensure you are familiar with its content.

CLICK HERE FOR TERMS OF USE

Australian live sheep exports

Australian mutton exports
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Export value and volume:
•	 In 2017–18, Australia exported 61% of total Australian lamb production 

and 96% of total Australian mutton production (DAWR, ABS).

•	 269,867 tonnes shipped weight (swt) of lamb and 161,158 tonnes swt  
of mutton were exported in 2017–18 (DAWR).

•	 The value of sheepmeat exports in 2017–18 was A$3.28 billion 
(IHS Markit, Global Trade Atlas).

•	 Australian live sheep exports were valued at $259 million in 2017–18, 
with 1.9 million head exported (ABS, DAWR).

Australia’s place in the world:
•	 Australia accounted for around 6% of the global sheep flock, and 7%  

of global sheepmeat production in 2016 (ABS, FAO).

•	 Australia was the largest exporter of sheepmeat in the world in 2017 
(DAWR, IHS Markit, Global Trade Atlas, Comtrade).

•	 Australia was the world’s 4th largest live sheep exporter in 2016 
(DAWR, FAO).

Australia’s sheepmeat industry
Australian lamb exports

Source: DAWR, 2017–18
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