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Australian Beef Sustainability Framework
Expressions of Interest – Steering Group
Summary
The Australian Beef Sustainability Framework Steering Group (ABSF Steering Group) is a committee established by Meat & Livestock Australia (MLA) in collaboration with the Australian Meat Processors Corporation (AMPC) on behalf of Cattle Australia (CA), Australian Lot Feeders’ Association (ALFA) and Australian Meat Industry Council (AMIC).
An Expression of Interest (EOI) process seeks to identify 3 independent experts to join the ABSF Steering Group in January 2027. 
Background 
The Australian Beef Sustainability Framework (ABSF) aims to provide a transparent, evidence-based assessment of the Australian beef industry's sustainability performance. It tracks progress against a range of indicators covering four key themes—Best Animal Care, Environmental Stewardship, Economic Resilience, and People and the Community—and reports on issues that are most important to those with a stake in the beef value chain. The ABSF is designed to demonstrate the industry's commitment to continuous improvement, accountability, and responsible production practices, while helping to maintain market access and stakeholder confidence. By measuring and reporting sustainability outcomes across the entire beef value chain, the ABSF also helps inform industry investment priorities and supports constructive engagement with stakeholders on future sustainability challenges and opportunities.
The Steering Group is composed of 11 members: 1 representative each from CA, ALFA and AMIC, respectively; 1 ESG expert appointed each from CA, ALFA, and AMIC, 3 independent ESG experts; an MLA representative, and AMPC representative. 
An Expression of Interest process seeks to identify 3 independent ESG experts to join the ABSF Steering Group in January 2027.
Objectives 
The objective of the ABSF Steering Group is to provide unified, strategic oversight and decision-making for the ABSF, which reports material sustainability indicators and metrics for the Australian beef industry.
Roles & Responsibilities
The ABSF Steering Group operates in accordance its Terms of Reference (see supporting document). 
The role of the ABSF Steering Group is to provide advice and make recommendations to MLA and the AMPC about sustainability indicators and metrics to be reported and the annual reporting cycle. Key responsibilities are as follows:
· Provide ESG advice on current and emerging priorities across environmental, social and economic pillars of sustainability;
· Recommend to MLA and AMPC on further data to be investigated/gathered;
· Endorse an Annual Operations Plan that specifies the activities to be undertaken and responsible parties for each activity;
· Endorse project terms of reference for any relevant project work to be contracted by MLA or AMPC; 
· Trigger, critically review, and approve materiality assessments and ESG support work (e.g indicator gap analysis) that informs the content of the ABSF’s Annual Report and associated communication materials;
· Interpret materiality assessments and design reporting indicators and metrics;
· Review and submit the Annual Report and associated Communications Plan for Peak Industry Body (PIB) CEO approval;
· Keep PIB members informed on the progress of any ABSF related activity, and maximise their ability to leverage the information produced to inform and engage with the ABSF’s target audiences; and
· Participate in Global Roundtables or PIB events as requested by the steering group chair. 
Responsibilities out of scope of the ABSF Steering Group are as follows:
· Decision making on MLA or AMPC annual operating plans or program investments;
· Outward facing communications or media;
· Undertaking any advocacy and policy work; 
· Acting as a representative or spokesperson of the beef industry; and
· Approval of funding requests for projects that meet ABSF priorities, which are subject to alignment with  AMPC or MLA’s governance requirements, strategic priorities, or R&D investment criteria.
Appointment 
Appointments of the 3 independent ESG expert group members are to be made by consensus of the 8 other ABSF Steering Group member, with public expression of interest process, shortlisting, and recommendations undertaken by MLA/AMPC. The term of ESG experts will be up to 2 years, before another public expressions of interest process, where they can re-apply for consideration.  
Meetings 
The ABSF Steering Group must meet at least 6 times each year and more frequently as required. Meetings are typically 4 hours in duration, and held both online and in person. Travel expenses for in person meetings will be reimbursed in accordance with the Payment of expenses and sitting fees on MLA committees policy. 
Remuneration 
​​The sitting fees are as outlined in the table below (consistent with the Payment of expenses and sitting fees on MLA committees policy):

	Experts – Eligible sitting Fee

	Face to face meeting
	Up to full day
	$1000 per day ex GST

	Videoconference or teleconference
	Not less than 4 hours
	$1000 per day ex GST

	Videoconference or teleconference
	Between 2 hours and 4 hours
	$500 per meeting ex GST

	Videoconference or teleconference
	Less than two hours
	$250 per meeting ex GST


PIB employees and Australian Government employees are not eligible to claim sitting fees irrespective of their role on the Committee. ​
Selection Criteria 
Applications will be shortlisted for interview by the following selection criteria: 
	Selection Criteria

	1. Relevant expertise and experience in ESG reporting frameworks that may affect industry

	2. Ability to provide objective and informed sustainability materiality input through demonstrated experience 

	3. Ability to participate in meetings, review materials, and contribute constructively to panel discussions



Applications 
Expressions of interest are due 23 October 2026 at 5pm AEST.
Submissions are to be made online via the EOI form linked HERE. 

Further Information 
Please contact:
Jacob Betros 
MLA Project Manager - Sustainability Credentials
E: jbetros@mla.com.au 
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